HUMN 2320  “Quest for American Identity”

Semester/Year: Fall 2015
Lecture Hours: 3


Lab Hours: 


Credit Hours: 3
Class Time: 3:00-5:30 p.m.
Days: W


Room: SH 116
Instructor: David Zoby

Office: SH 116

Phone: 268-2379

E-mail:    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor dzoby@caspercollege.edu

Office Hours: M-10-12; T 8-9:30; Weds 1-3; Th 8-9:30
Course Description: Introduction to HUMN 2320: This interdisciplinary seminar explores the question of what it means to be American. The class uses a blend of traditional pedagogy (reading, writing) and non-traditional methods (community service, off-campus activities, guest speakers). Though the class meets formally each week for three hours, there are various weekend community service hours that go much beyond the one hour of class time. Additionally, there will be two mandatory honors projects throughout the semester.
Prerequisite: Students must be admitted into the honors program at Casper College.  
Goal: This class will help entering honors students become a cohesive group, share goals, and realize their potential to have a positive effect upon the community in which they live. Students will have the opportunity to lead in major community service projects. There is a reading and writing component to this course.

Outcomes:

Critique important American texts

Write four academic essays

Demonstrate effective written communication
Discover other honors courses

Sponsor campus events

Demonstrate knowledge of diverse cultures and historical perspectives 
Casper College may collect samples of student work demonstrating achievement of the above outcomes. Any personally identifying information will be removed from student work.
Methodology: (Lec.)
Evaluation Criteria: Students will read four textbooks: Twelve Years a Slave, Their Eyes Were Watching God, Pilgrim’s Wilderness and The Sun Also Rises. We will participate in intense weekly discussions. There will be an essay tests on each of the texts. Students will sponsor an academic campus event. Various speakers will join our class throughout the semester. Additionally, students will involve themselves in our fall service learning projects. These projects will be geared to affect the community in positive ways. A reflective essay will be due at the end of the semester. The grade breakdown is as follows: Essay tests, 4 X 10%; class participation, 25%; honors projects, 25%, attendance 10%.
Class Participation

In this class you are more than a student, you are part of a community where your ideas, feedback and input are necessary to your success and the success of your peers. A healthy and spirited exchange of opinions helps the class become more enjoyable and also fosters the kind of writing and thinking environment that encourages freethinking. It has been my experience that the persons most invested in class participation are also most vested in their course work. Be a student who adds to the classroom discussions. Be someone who leads. 

Required Text, Readings, and Materials: 
Twelve Years a Slave Northrup
Pilgrim’s Wilderness Tom Kizzia
Their Eyes were Watching God  Hurston
The Sun Also Rises Hemingway
Class Projects: 1. Honors Retreat: held during the semester, the “honors retreat” is planned and executed by the “Quest” class. This event includes honors faculty, students and friends of honors students. The goal here is to learn how to carry out successful community events. Guest Lecturer: Each fall the honors program will host a guest lecturer. The HP class will choose a lecturer from outside the Casper College community. The class will arrange a venue for the lecturer, advertise the event, and present a forum in which the broader Casper College community may interact with the scholar. Honors students will plan, organize and present this event. Service Learning Projects:  Working with the Service Learning office at Casper College, honors students will choose two organizations with which to work. Students will plan, organize and execute these projects. Last year, the class worked with the Seton House. Working with the staff of the Seton House, the honors students brought twenty children to campus for an event which culminated with a T-Bird basketball game. This work will include nightly meetings, weekend volunteering and extra time not indicated on the weekly class schedule. Movie Night: The “Quest” class will go to one of the Casper Cinema Club movies on a Wednesday night at 7 p.m.
Class Policies 

Last Date to Change to Audit Status or to Withdraw with a W Grade: November 2, 2007.

Cell Phone Policy: Please turn you cell phones off while in my class. No texting.
Student Rights and Responsibilities: Please refer to the Casper College Student Conduct and Judicial Code for information concerning your rights and responsibilities as a Casper College Student. 

Chain of Command: If you have any problems with this class, you should first contact the instructor in order to solve the problem. If you are not satisfied with the solution offered by the instructor, you should then take your problem through the appropriate chain of command starting with the department head, then the division chair, and lastly the vice president for academic affairs.

Academic Dishonesty - Cheating & Plagiarism: Casper College demands intellectual honesty.  Proven plagiarism or any form of dishonesty associated with the academic process can result in the offender failing the course in which the offense was committed or expulsion from school. See the Casper College Student Code of Conduct.

ADA Accommodations Policy:  If you need academic accommodations because of a disability, please inform me as soon as possible. See me privately after class, or during my office hours. To request academic accommodations, students must first consult with the college’s Disability Services Counselor located in the Gateway Building, Room 344, (307) 268-2557, bheuer@caspercollege.edu .  The Disability Services Counselor is responsible for reviewing documentation provided by students requesting accommodations, determining eligibility for accommodations, and helping students request and use appropriate accommodations.  
HUM 2320 Weekly Schedule

August

26. Introduction to course. Syllabus and class policies. “The Art of Becoming Yourself” 
September
2. First 100 pages Kizzia.
9. 101-200 Kizzia.  Group work.

16. Finish Kizzia. In-class test.
23. Begin Twelve Years
30. More Twelve Years.

October

7. Honors “Retreat”—Metro Coffee: Planning and executing projects. Casper Cinema Club, 6:45.

 14. Twelve Years. The Movie. In-class Test
22. Hurston 1-46
28  Hurston 47-110.

November

4. Finish Hurston. Test
11. Hemingway 1-100

18. Hemingway 100-175
25. Thanksgiving
December
2. In-class test.
Dec. 9.  Honors projects. Final planning for service learning events. The events may take place on a weekend nights, Friday or Saturday.
