Casper College Course Syllabus

MUSC 1330-01 PSM: String Methods I

Fall 2015





Lecture hours: 0

 Laboratory hours: 2

Credits: 1

Class Time: 10:00-10:50
Days: T/TH


Room: MU 123



Instructor: Jennifer Cowell


           

E-Mail: jcowell@caspercollege.edu

Office:
MU 211

Phone:
268-2531

Office Hours:
M-W-F  9-10

M&T  11-12     
TH  2-3
Contact Info: Please e-mail me or call my office.  These two means of communication are my preferred method of contact.  If you happen to have other contact information for me, please know that they are not official Casper College lines of communication.  I will return your call or email within 24 hours.  

Course Description: This course is designed to provide music education majors the opportunity to develop performance skills necessary the classroom string instructions.  Students will learn violin, viola, cello and bass during this course.

Statement of Prerequisites: MUSC 1030, 1035, 1040, and 1045
Goal: The goal of this course is to provide sufficient background, technique, materials and methods to assist you in teaching elementary and secondary string ensembles.

Outcomes: 

· Demonstrate effective oral and written communication

· Appreciate aesthetic and creative activities
· Use appropriate technology and information to conduct research
Course Objectives:
Students will demonstrate practical knowledge of:

· Proper posture and playing position of upper and lower string instruments
· Correct left hand placement and frame to foster accurate intonation, tone and clarity for both upper and lower string instruments

· Correct right hand shape and balance to foster full, rich tone and clarity of articulation for both upper and lower string instruments.

· Strategies for teaching posture as well as left and right hand technique to beginning string students

· Sequential strategies to move from an aural to a notational understanding of playing string instruments

· Diagnostic skills necessary to determine inaccurate technique in young students and the ability to prescribe the necessary adjustments

· Skills needed to teach your upper and lower string instrument to a “teaching buddy”

· The National Standards for Music Education and their application to string education

Methodology: Two fifty minute classes weekly.  Classes will be laboratory in nature.  It is vital that you have your assigned instrument at EACH class.  
Evaluation Criteria: 

15 pts Homework
20 pts Playing exams 
15 pts Midterm Exam

15 pts Final Exam

10 pts Lessons with assigned teaching partner

15 pts Notebook 

10 pts Attendance and Participation

Homework will consist of:
· Lamb and Cook Study Questions

· Online Articles from various websites (see handout) with a written reflection

· Individual Practicing (at least 15 minutes each day)

· Maintaining a notebook of all materials, class notes and assignments

· Meeting with your teaching buddy and maintaining a log of your sessions

Notebook Guidelines

· Include notes from every class in which playing and technical skills are taught.  You will likely need to write notes after class to be as complete as possible, as you’ll be bust playing during class.  Be as specific with your descriptions of right and left hand technique for all the instruments.

· Include a list of common playing problems (“what to look for”) and their solutions.

· Keep a list of “teaching word cues” and what they reference.  

· Include notes from class lectures, with your own feedback when appropriate and class handouts for future reference.

· Lecture materials, handouts, article and notes should be thorough and organized to create a meaningful and useful resource.  It should be ready to go in case you end up teaching strings in schools!
These points will be totaled and the grades will be based on these points, alone.

90-100= A

80-90 = B

70-80 = C

60-70 = D

60 and below = F

Casper College may collect samples of student work demonstrating achievement of the above outcomes. Any personally identifying information will be removed from student work.
Required Texts, Readings, and Materials:

· Guide to Teaching Strings, by Norman Lamb, 7th edition, published by William C. Brown      Communications, Inc.

· Essential Elements for Strings, Book Teacher Manual, by M. Allen, R. Gillespie and P. Hayes (1995), published by Hal Leonard Corporation

· Strategies for Teaching Strings, by D. Hamann & R. Gillespie, 2nd edition,  (2009) published by Oxford University Press.

Other reading materials will be available on reserve at the library.

Class Policies: Last Date to withdraw with a “W” grade: November 12, 2015
Attendance Policy: This is a lab class that requires consistent attendance.  Excessive unexcused absences (more than 4) will result in a failing grade.

If you miss class, contact the instructor.  The instructor will determine if the absence is excused or unexcused.

Assignments: All assignments should be emailed to the instructor no later than NOON on the day they are due.  Consult the Course Calendar for assignments and due dates.  
Late Assignments:  Late assignments will receive a full letter grade deduction.  Assignments are considered late if not turned in during the class time.  NO EXCEPETIONS will be made to the late assignment policy.  Homework that is more than 1 week late will not be accepted.
Cell Phones: Please put your phone in silent mode upon arriving in the classroom.  The instructor may encourage you to use your phones at certain times during the course of this class.  If you are texting or otherwise being distracting to the learning environment, your attendance and participation points will be diminished.

Student Rights and Responsibilities: Please refer to the Casper College Student Conduct and Judicial Code for information concerning your rights and responsibilities as a Casper College student.

	    Chain of Command: If you have any problems with this class, you should first contact the instructor to attempt to solve the problem. If you are not satisfied with the solution offered by the instructor, you should then take the matter through the appropriate chain of command starting with the Department Head/Program Director, the Dean, and lastly the Vice President for Academic Affairs.

	

	    Academic Dishonesty - Cheating & Plagiarism: Casper College demands intellectual honesty.  Proven plagiarism or any form of dishonesty associated with the academic process can result in the offender failing the course in which the offense was committed or expulsion from school. See the Casper College Student Code of Conduct.

	

	Official Means of Communication:  Casper College faculty and staff will employ the student's assigned Casper College email account as a primary method of communication.  Students are responsible to check their account regularly. 


ADA Accommodations Policy:  If you need academic accommodations because of a disability, please inform me as soon as possible. See me privately after class, or during my office hours. To request academic accommodations, students must first consult with the college’s Disability Services Counselor located in the Gateway Building, Room 344, (307) 268-2557, bheuer@caspercollege.edu .  The Disability Services Counselor is responsible for reviewing documentation provided by students requesting accommodations, determining eligibility for accommodations, and helping students request and use appropriate accommodations.  
Calendar of course content
Week 1
Introduction, Check Out Instruments

Lamb & Cook: Chapters 1&2


The Bowhold




Study Questions (pg. 15, 19) 








DUE: 9/1/15
Week 2
Violin Hold




Lamb & Cook: Chapters 3,4 & 5



Pizzicato and Finger Patterns


Study Questions (pg. 40, 46, 51)









Strategies: Chapter 1 and 2









DUE: 9/8

Week 3
Putting it Together: Open Strings

Lamb & Cook: Chapters 6&7


Bow Distribution and Bowing markings
Study Questions (pg. 78, 96)









Online Reflection #1 (Violin)








DUE: 9/17
Week 4
LH Set-Up and Finger Patterns

Strategies: Chapter 3








Online Reflection #2 (Violin)









Violin: G, D and A scales Quiz: 9/24
Week 5
Fingerboard Geography


Finger Marches Assignment









DUE: Oct 1
Week 6
The VIOLA: Alto Clef


Lamb & Cook: Chapter 8








Study Questions (pg. 104)









DUE: 10/8
Week 7
Viola Fiddle Tunes



Online Reflection #3 (Viola) 








DUE: 10/13
Week 8
MIDTERM Review and MIDTERM

Viola Fiddle Tunes Test: 10/15








Written Midterm on 10/15
Week 9
The Cello: Instrument Posture
 
Lamb & Cook: Chapter 9








Study Questions (pg. 116)









DUE 10/29
Week 10
Cello Bow Hold and Open Strings

Strategies: Review Chapter 3 Cello 








Sections








Online Reflection #4 (Cello)









DUE: 11/5
Week 11
Cello LH Set-Up










Week 12
Cello Scales and Finger Patterns

Online Reflection #5 (Cello)








DUE: 11/19
Week 13
Cello: Extensions



Cello Scales and Song Test: 11/19



Week 14
NO CLASS (11/24 and 11/26)








Week 15
Semester Review: Christmas Carols

Final Exam: TBA
The final will consist of:

· Final Playing Test on Christmas Carols (demonstrate violin, viola and cello)

· Written exam 

Notebooks DUE at the FINAL EXAM
